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GRADUATION RATES ON THE RISE IN THE CLARKE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Clarke County’s Two Traditional High Schools Beat the State Average 

Athens, Georgia — Clarke County’s two traditional high schools outperformed the 2019 state 
graduation rate. Cedar Shoals High School’s graduation rate was 83.5, and Clarke Central High 
School’s was 83.7, both above the state rate of 82 percent. The Clarke County School District’s 
overall graduation rate (which includes Classic City High School) increased .8 percent to 81.4.  

Superintendent Dr. Demond Means cited greater awareness of student progress throughout the 
year at the high school level as one of the factors impacting the increase in graduation rates. 

“As a district leadership team, we met with our high school principals starting in January 2018 to 
monitor student progress and identify instructional needs. This collaboration between district 
leaders and high school principals led to providing additional support for teachers, and was a 
significant factor in our graduation rates,” said Dr. Means. “I congratulate our students and teachers 
for their hard work.” 

Dr. Means balanced the celebration by continuing to focus the district’s drawing attention to the low 
percentage of students graduating with the academic profile deemed necessary to be college and 
career ready in the Clarke County School District. 

“We understand that the entire school district—not just our high schools—has more work to 
accomplish to increase the rate of high school graduates who are college and career ready,” Dr. 
Means said. “In short, we must improve the academic rigor throughout our school system to 
properly prepare students for postsecondary options. We are working hard to address this issue, 
and we are well on our way to increased outcomes for students.” Learn more about the CCSD 

Profile of a Graduate on the district’s website at www.clarke.k12.ga.us.  

About the Clarke County School District 

At the Clarke County School District, we believe in tomorrow. We believe that by preparing students 
for the new and broadening opportunities ahead, we are strengthening our community. Our 
passionate faculty and staff work tirelessly to help ensure our students grow academically, socially, 
and emotionally. We are dedicated. We are committed. We work hard to be better every day. 

The CCSD has 21 schools and more than 13,000 students. We have 2,288 days to make a difference 
that will last a lifetime. But we do not just count the days—we make the days count.  

For more information about the Clarke County School District, please visit www.clarke.k12.ga.us.  
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